
• Maintain standing stubble
• Cover crops
• Compost

• Minimum tillage
• IPM & correct pesticides use
• Fertiliser matched to yield
• Precise application of water
• Prevent invasive species

• Cover cropping
• Intercropping
• Diverse crop rotation

• Rotate crops in the field
• Biological amendments
• Livestock grazing

Healthy soil is alive. The principles that support soil life are:

Some cotton farming practices that enable these principles are:

Protect soil habitat Feed soil organisms

SOIL IS A KEY
NATIONAL
ASSET

Together, these practices impact physical, chemical & biological soil properties, including:

Which, in turn, impacts the ability of soil to perform the functions needed for a cotton farm, including:
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1.
Maximise soil cover

2.
Minimise disturbance

3.
Maximise living roots

4.
Maximise biodiversity

Developed by Oliver Knox and Sustenance Asia, 2022.  Adapted from USDA Principles for High Functioning Soils.


